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Council Subcommittee on Boards, Commissions, and 
Committees Meeting Notice & Agenda 

Tuesday, August 26, 2025 
  

CITY HALL – MOJAVE CONFERENCE ROOM  
11465 WEST CIVIC CENTER DRIVE | AVONDALE, AZ 85323 

 

 
  REGULAR MEETING 

4:30 PM 
   

CALL TO ORDER BY CHAIR (COUNCILMEMBER SOLORIO) 
ROLL CALL NOTED BY CLERK 

    
1. MINUTES 
  City Council Subcommittee will consider a request to approve the August 6, 2025 meeting minutes. The 

Subcommittee will take appropriate action. 
    

2. PLANNING COMMISSION INTERVIEWS 
  The Council Subcommittee on Boards, Commissions, and Committees will interview the following 

individuals for the position of Planning Commissioner: 

• Kristopher Ortega - Date Applied: 11/14/2024 
• Hector Arellano - Date Applied: 9/25/2024 
• Brian Carrillo - Date Applied: 9/17/2024 
• Crystal Lopez-Davey - Date Applied: 10/11/2024 
• Cindy de la Riva - Date Applied: 10/28/2024 

    
3. PLANNING COMMISSION APPOINTMENT 
  The Council Subcommittee on Boards, Commissions, and Committees will recommend appointments, 

schedule interviews, or continue recruitment for the Planning Commission. The Subcommittee will take 
appropriate action. 

  
 

4. ADJOURNMENT 
  

 
    
 
 

Council Members of the City of Avondale will attend either in person or by telephone conference call. Los miembros del Concejo de la Ciudad de 
Avondale participaran ya sea en persona o por medio de llamada  telefonica. 

Individuals with special accessibility needs, including sight or hearing impaired, large print, or interpreter, should contact the City Clerk at 623-333-1200 
or TDD 623-333-0010 at least two business days prior to the Council Meeting. Personas con necesidades especiales de accesibilidad, incluyendo 
personas con impedimentos de vista u oido, o con necesidad de impresion grande o interprete, deben comunicarse con la Secretaria de la Ciudad at 
623-333-1200 o TDD 623-333-0010 cuando menos dos dias habiles antes de la junta del Concejo. 



MINUTES OF THE AVONDALE  
COUNCIL SUBCOMMITTEE ON BOARDS, COMMISSIONS, AND COMMITTEES 

CITY OF AVONDALE, ARIZONA 
MICROSOFT TEAMS MEETING PLATFORM 

August 06, 2025 
 
A Regular Meeting of the Council Subcommittee on Boards, Commissions, and Committees of the 
City of Avondale, Arizona was convened using the Microsoft Teams Meeting platform in open and 
public session at 5:32 p.m. 
 
Members Present: Subcommittee Chair Gloria Solorio, and Subcommittee Members Shari Weise 
and Max White. 
 
Other Municipal Officials Present: Marcella Sarmiento, City Clerk; Julie Knoll, Deputy City Clerk; 
and Emily Soria, City Clerk Specialist 
 
Audience: No members of the public were present. 

 
1. APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
Subcommittee Member White made a motion to approve the meeting minutes of March 03, 2025, 
seconded by Subcommittee Member Weise.  
 
Upon vote, the motion carried unanimously 3 to 0. 
  

Subcommittee Chair Gloria Solorio  Aye 
Subcommittee Member Max White  Aye 
Subcommittee Member Shari Weise  Aye 

 
2. BOARDS, COMMISSIONS, AND COMMITTEES APPLICATIONS FOR APPOINTMENT 
The Council Subcommittee on Boards, Commissions, and Committees recommended appointments 
for the following Boards and Commissions. 
 

a. MUNICIPAL ART COMMITTEE 
Subcommittee Member White made a motion to recommend the appointment of Yulio Valdes 
Cascales as a Regular Member and Jacqueline Nicole Garcia as an Alternate Member to the 
Municipal Art Committee; seconded by Subcommittee Chair Solorio.  
 
Upon vote, the motion was carried unanimously 3 to 0. 
  

Subcommittee Chair Gloria Solorio  Aye 
Subcommittee Member Max White  Aye 
Subcommittee Member Shari Weise  Aye 

 
b. PLANNING COMMISSION 

Subcommittee Chair Solorio made a motion to interview Brian Carrillo, Hector Arellano, 
Crystal Lopez-Davey, Cindy de la Riva, and Kristopher Ortega for the appointment of 
Alternate Member to the Planning Commission; seconded by Subcommittee Member White.  
 
Upon vote, the motion was carried unanimously 3 to 0. 
  
Subcommittee Chair Gloria Solorio  Aye 
Subcommittee Member Max White  Aye 
Subcommittee Member Shari Weise  Aye 
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c. BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT 

Subcommittee Member White made a motion to recommend the appointment of Sheri Fields 
as a Regular Member to the Board of Adjustment; seconded by Subcommittee Member 
Solorio.  
 
Upon vote, the motion was carried unanimously 3 to 0. 
  

Subcommittee Chair Gloria Solorio  Aye 
Subcommittee Member Max White  Aye 
Subcommittee Member Shari Weise  Aye 

 
d. SUSTAINABILITY COMMISSION 

Subcommittee Member Weise made a motion to recommend the appointment of Amanda 
Duncan-Billiman as an Alternate Member to the Sustainability Commission; seconded by 
Subcommittee Member White.  
 
Upon vote, the motion was carried unanimously 3 to 0. 
  

Subcommittee Chair Gloria Solorio  Aye 
Subcommittee Member Max White  Aye 
Subcommittee Member Shari Weise  Aye 

 
4. ADJOURNMENT 
There being no further business before the Council Subcommittee, Subcommittee Chair Solorio 
moved to adjourn the meeting; seconded by Subcommittee Member White.  

 
Upon vote, the motion was carried unanimously 3 to 0.  

 
Subcommittee Chair Gloria Solorio  Aye 
Subcommittee Member Max White  Aye 
Subcommittee Member Shari Weise  Aye 

 
The meeting adjourned at 5:56 P.M. 
 
 

  Subcommittee Chair 
 
CERTIFICATION AND ATTESTATION 
 
I hereby certify that the foregoing minutes are a true and correct copy of the minutes of the Regular 
Meeting of the Council Subcommittee on Boards, Commissions, and Committees of the City of 
Avondale held on the 6th day of August 2025. I further certify that the meeting was duly called and 
held, and that the quorum was present. 
 
 
________________________________  ________________________________  
Marcella Sarmiento, City Clerk   Date Approved by the Subcommittee 



 
AGENDA ITEM REPORT 

 
ITEM NUMBER: 3. 

 
 
 
PLANNING COMMISSION APPOINTMENT 
 

 
    
ABOUT THE BOARD, COMMISSION OR COMMITTEE:   

• Staff Liaison: Catherine Lorbeer, Deputy Director of Planning 
• Meetings: Monthly 
• Residency: Avondale Residency 
• Required Members: 7 Regular Members and 1 Alternate Member 

  
VACANCY INFORMATION:   

• 1 vacancy for an Alternate Member for a partial term to expire on 12/31/2027 

  
APPLICANT(S):   

o Hector Arellano - Date Applied: 9/25/2024 - Cover Letter Submitted 
o Brian Carrillo  - Date Applied: 9/17/2024 - Cover Letter Submitted 
o Cindy de la Riva - Date Applied: 10/28/2024 - Cover Letter Submitted 
o Crystal Lopez-Davey - Date Applied: 10/11/2024 - Cover Letter Submitted 
o Kristopher Ortega - Date Applied: 11/14/2024   

  
CURRENT MEMBERS:   
Name Term End Date Role 
Larry White 12/31/2025 Chair 
Alex McBurney 12/31/2026 Vice Chair 
Julia Jewell 12/31/2026 Regular Member 
Ryan Benson 12/31/2027 Regular Member 
Mary Guzman 12/31/2027 Regular Member 
Olivia Pineda 12/31/2026 Regular Member 
Shaun Grimm 12/31/2026 Regular Member 
VACANT 12/31/2027 Alternate Member 
 



 

 

City Clerk’s Office 
11465 W. Civic Center Dr., 

Avondale, AZ 85323 
(623) 333-1215 

CityClerk@AvondaleAZ.gov 

 
Applicant’s Name:  ______________________________________________ 
 
How many years have you lived in Avondale? _____________ 
 
Briefly summarize your educational and professional background and highlight any qualifications 
or qualities you feel would contribute to the Planning Commission. 
 
 

 
Describe your understanding and knowledge of a City’s General Plan and Zoning Ordinance. 
 
 

 

□ I am no longer interested in serving on the Planning Commission, please withdraw my application.  



 

 

 

 
 
 

 
  

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

□  

Hector Arellano (Jul 14, 2025 23:03 PDT)

Hector Arellano

4

https://na2.documents.adobe.com/verifier?tx=CBJCHBCAABAAna3plukbCV0b7HNWNcovQR-Xg0TLTqyk


 

 

 

 
 
 

 
  

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

□  

Brian Carrillo (Jul 18, 2025 06:32 PDT)

Brian Carrillo

3

https://na2.documents.adobe.com/verifier?tx=CBJCHBCAABAA5gsikbbyBcmuJG8yHSv3bWyocsR4a0DB


 

 

 

 
 
 

 
  

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

□  

Crystal Lopez-Davey (Jul 11, 2025 06:28 PDT)
Crystal Lopez-DaveyCrystal Lopez-Davey

6

https://na2.documents.adobe.com/verifier?tx=CBJCHBCAABAAMJ99yyxhKq3K2yUiA7fzzPrls8sbKXSN


 

 

 

 
 
 

 
  

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

□  

Cindy Andrade de la Riva (Jul 14, 2025 16:49 PDT)
Cindy Andrade de la RivaCindy Andrade

46.5

https://na2.documents.adobe.com/verifier?tx=CBJCHBCAABAALuNPyU1QaJq8NrlRdzSDnBe-PZRqQBl1

	 The upcoming City Council meeting will be held in the Mojave Room located at 11465 West Civic Center Drive, Avondale, Arizona 85323.
	 REGULAR MEETING - 4:30 PM
	1. MINUTES
	Minutes

	2. PLANNING COMMISSION INTERVIEWS
	Planning Commission Interview Questions

	3. PLANNING COMMISSION APPOINTMENT
	Item Report
	Planning Coversheet -  Kristopher Ortega - NOT Received
	2024 - 11.14.2024 - Kristopher Ortega
	Planning Coversheet - Hector Arellano
	2024 - 09.25.2024 - Hector Arellano
	Planning Coversheet - Brian Carrillo
	2024 - 09.17.2024 - Brian Carrillo
	Planning Coversheet - Crystal Lopez-Davey
	2024 - 10.11.2024 - Crystal Lopez-Davey
	Planning Coversheet - Cindy De La Riva
	2024 - 10.28.2024 - Cindy de la Riva

	4. ADJOURNMENT


	Applicants Name:  Kristopher Ortega
	How many years have you lived in Avondale: 
	or qualities you feel would contribute to the Planning Commission: RESPONSE NOT RECEIVED 
	Describe your understanding and knowledge of a Citys General Plan and Zoning Ordinance: 
	I am no longer interested in serving on the Planning Commission please withdraw my application: Off
	Custom Field 3: I am a financial representative with Edward Jones with over 13 years of experience in the financial services industry. I hold a Bachelors in Business Management and a Masters in Business Administration (MBA) from Grand Canyon University, complemented by investment related licensures.

I’ve held impactful roles at major financial institutions such as JPMorgan Chase, Goldman Sachs, Northern Trust, and PayPal, where I developed and nurtured institutional relationships, conducted financial analysis, risk management, business growth, and business advisory.

I am also a founder of an accounting firm, real estate company and a wedding venue - all located in and near the Avondale region that support the small-business and Avondale families. I am vested into supporting the local economy, I want to be able to contribute to the growth and development of the city.

I’ve also served in the Workers’ Compensation & Risk Management Board and the recent Bond Committee for the City of Avondale, I am dedicated to supporting my city and bringing my skills to the city leaders.

I believe that my financial, economic development, my entrepreneurial skills and the engagement I have within my city allow me to be a voice for the residents and ensure we continue to advocate for the community. 
	Custom Field 4: As a financial professional and business owner rooted in Avondale, I have taken the time to thoroughly review and understand the City’s General Plan 2030 and its Zoning Ordinance. I recognize that these documents serve as the foundational blueprint for how our city intends to grow — balancing economic vitality, infrastructure development, environmental development, and the quality of life for residents.

I am familiar with the different zonings and areas that are designated for certain needs across the city – I’ve personally had to educate myself regarding these matters having seen the land development in my community and owning land that will be impacted by the proposed SR-30. 

My takeaways from the General Plan and Zoning Ordinance is that there are goals in place to grow mixed-use zoning that are adaptable for small businesses and neighborhood development. Additionally, we intend to provide housing diversity to attract working families. Lastly, there are goals for transportation, freeway development, commercial development expansion and trail land use for connectivity across the regions.

		2025-07-15T06:04:19+0000
	Certified by Adobe Acrobat Sign


	Custom Field 31: I have completed my bachelors degree in psychology and respiratory therapy. I was involved in school clubs and organizations and try to stay involved in the Avondale community with my family. I have joined the Police and fire academy. I have also volunteered with my son in Trea Rios Clean up during the cooler months. I plan on join the other Avondale community involvement opportunities. 
	Custom Field 41: I believe I have some knowledge into what the city’s plan for the next 5 years is. They are trying to get more retail/grocery stores as well with keep Avondale affordable by providing more housing but also trying to get higher income earners around the area. The new data center and Tres Rios marketplace.
		2025-07-18T13:32:46+0000
	Certified by Adobe Acrobat Sign


	Custom Field 32: I am a director of operations and have an MBA. While I do not have formal experience in zoning or land use planning, I am a dedicated Avondale resident who is deeply invested in the future of our community. I am eager to learn and contribute meaningfully to discussions that will shape our city's growth and development.

As Avondale continues to expand, I believe it's critical that residents from diverse backgrounds and perspectives have a seat at the table. I bring a thoughtful, community-focused perspective and a strong interest in how we can responsibly balance development with maintaining the unique character and livability of our city.

My commitment to getting involved more within Avondale and continuous learning drives my interest in serving on the Planning Commission. I am ready to listen, learn, and collaborate with fellow commission members to provide informed, resident-centered input to the City Council on zoning matters and land use policies.

	Custom Field 42: I do not have direct experience or formal knowledge of a city’s General Plan or Zoning Ordinance; however, I understand that both are essential tools for guiding the growth, development, and land use within a city. The General Plan outlines the long-term vision for how the city should grow and evolve, while the Zoning Ordinance regulates how land can be used to help achieve that vision in a structured and consistent way.

As a resident of Avondale, I recognize how important this board is in shaping the livability, functionality, and character of our community. I am interested to learn more about the General Plan and Zoning Ordinance requirements. 

I am a quick learner, open-minded, and committed to contributing thoughtfully as I grow in my understanding. I see this as a great opportunity to become more informed and engaged, and to help represent the voices of everyday residents in shaping Avondale’s future.
		2025-07-11T13:28:59+0000
	Certified by Adobe Acrobat Sign


	Custom Field 33: Regarding to my educational and professional background, I obtained my Associate of Science from Estrella Mountain Community College in May of 2013. Then, my educational journey continued at Arizona State University for an undergraduate career. In December of 2016, I graduated earning a Bachelor's of Science in Social and Behavioral studies, which aims to improve the well-being of individuals, community, and society by addressing various issues through social awareness. To support this academic journey, I obtained a master's degree from Western Governors University. In 2021, I earned a Master's of Science in Management and Leadership (MSML), which equips individuals with skilled elements to effectively lead teams, manage change, and drive strategic initiatives within organizations. My Educational career path has allowed me to professionally develop and provide strategic advice to achieve specific goals that optimize organizational and operational processes that manage change. Professional management of business analytics are qualities that contribute to the Planning Commission, which is an advisory board that guides long-term growth and development to general plan implementation. 
	Custom Field 43: My knowledge of the City's General Plan and Zoning Ordinance involves implementing plans, policies, and regulations to specific jurisdictions for land use. Under my understanding, the City's General Plan involves putting the community's vision into action. Meanwhile, Zoning Ordinance implements specific policies, regulations and the "how" the land will be used within the city. 


		2025-07-14T23:50:28+0000
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