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Planning Commission Online 
Meeting Summary Actions 

Wednesday, January 20, 2021 
 

ZOOM CLOUD MEETING | 11465 WEST CIVIC CENTER DRIVE |   AVONDALE, AZ 85323 

 

 
 
Note from the Clerk: The January 20th, 2021 Planning Commission meetings was hosted online using the online 
Zoom Cloud Meeting platform. All participants attended by phone or video. 
 

 

 

Summary Actions 

1. CALL TO ORDER   The meeting was called to order at 6:00 PM 

    

2. ROLL CALL   by Chair Iwanski 
     

3. OPENING STATEMENT 

Chair Iwanski read the Opening Statement. 

 

4. APPROVAL OF MINUTES  

The Planning Commission Approved the December 16th, 2020 Meeting Minutes.  The Planning 
Commission will take appropriate action.  Minutes were approved as presented. 

 
5. DISCUSSION ITEMS 
 

a. SPECIFIC AREA PLAN FOR OLD TOWN, CASHION, AND LAS LIGAS/RIO VISTA 
(APPLICATION PL-20-0056) 
Planning Commission will discuss application PL200056, a City initiated request to prepare a 
Specific Area Plan for the areas of Old Town, Cashion, and Las Ligas/Rio Vista. The Plan is to 
reflect evolving economic development and planning conditions to attract new businesses and 
residential development to these areas. The intent of the Plan is to reflect the City’s current 
level of expectation for revitalization in the next several years in the three areas. 
Staff Contact: Jodie Novak, Development & Engineering Services Department Assistant 
Director 

      

6.    PUBLIC HEARING ITEMS  
 

a.  ZONING ORDINANCE TEXT AMENDMENTS SECTION 4 (EMPLOYMENT DISTRICTS) 
APPLICATION PL-20-0338 
Planning Commission will hold a public hearing and consider a Staff initiated request for approval of 
text amendments to the Zoning Ordinance. The amendments to Avondale Zoning Ordinance Section 4 
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(Employment Districts) will align the listed land uses in Section 4 with other pending amendments to 
marijuana related definitions in Section 1 (Administration and Procedures). Commission will take 
appropriate action. 
Staff Contact: Brian Craig, Planning Manager The item was approved. 

7. PLANNING DIVISION REPORT

8. CALENDAR
Next meeting date is February 17th, 2021.

9. ADJOURNMENT   The meeting was adjourned at 6:40 PM

Members will attend by telephone conference call. Los miembros asistiran via teleconferencia. Individuals with special accessibility needs, 
including sight or hearing impaired, large print, or interpreter, should contact the City Clerk at 623‐333‐1200 or TDD 623‐333‐0010 at least two 
business days prior to the meeting. Personas con necesidades especiales de accesibilidad, incluyendo personas con impedimentos de vista u oido, 
o con necesidad de impresion grande o interprete, deben comunicarse con la Secretaria de la Ciudad at 623‐333‐1200 o TDD 623‐333‐0010 cuando
menos dos dias habiles antes de la junta del Concejo.
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Wednesday, January 20, 2021 

6:00 P.M. 

PLANNING COMMISSION 

REGULAR MEETING 

MINUTES 

Note from the Clerk: The January 20, 2021 Planning Commission meetings was hosted online 

using the online Zoom Cloud Meeting platform. Chair Iwanski attended in person and all other 

participants by phone or video. 

1. CALL TO ORDER

Chair Iwanski called the Regular Meeting to order at 6:00 p.m. 

2. ROLL CALL

The following members and representatives were present: 

COMMISSIONERS PRESENT IN PERSON/PHONE/VIDEO 

David Iwanski, Chair 

Christopher Thompson, Vice Chair 

Alisha Meginnis, Commissioner 

Lisa Osborne, Commissioner 

Denise Stanfield, Commissioner 

Linda Warren, Commissioner 

Larry White, Commissioner 

Blanca Uvari, Alternate Commissioner 

CITY STAFF PRESENT 

Nicholle Harris, City Attorney 

Jodie Novak, Assistant Director 

Brian Craig, Planning Manager 

Denise Zazueta, Administrative Assistant 

Chair Iwanski introduced new Commissioners Uvari and Commissioner Meginnis, who provided a brief 

overview of their backgrounds. Chair Iwanski welcomed Christopher Thompson to the role of Vice Chair. 

3. OPENING STATEMENT

Chair Iwanski read the Opening Statement. 



4. APPROVAL OF MINUTES

a. December 16, 2020

Commissioner Osborne moved to approve the December 18, 2020 minutes as presented; Commissioner 

Warren seconded the motion. 

Upon vote, the motion was carried 7 to 0. 

David Iwanski, Chair Aye 

Commissioner Thompson, Vice Chair Aye 

Commissioner Meginnis Aye 

Commissioner Osborne Aye 

Commissioner Stanfield Aye 

Commissioner Warren Aye 

Commissioner White Aye 

5. DISCUSSION ITEMS

a. SPECIFIC AREA PLAN FOR OLD TOWN, CASHION AND LAS LIGAS/RIO VISTA (APPLICATION PLAINTIFF-

20-0056)

Jodie Novak, Assistant Director, stated that the Plan acts as a guidebook to foster redevelopment and 

encourage new development. The Plan will reflect the City's vision for its owned properties and will 

address the question of what land uses would benefit the neighborhoods. Other important focuses are to 

ensure that the Old Town Historic Area and Cashion area continue to thrive economically. These areas 

contain the majority of the commercially zoned properties. Identity for the three (3) areas is created with 

the development of gateway intersections. These are key intersections of vehicle and pedestrian activity 

along the arterial street system. In addition, there are focus areas, which currently consist of vacant land, 

but are being reviewed to determine best uses and opportunities. The Plan discusses placemaking, which 

involves a sense of identity. This may include additional improvements to parks as well as guidelines for 

high quality development. The plan includes an implementation strategy, an economic development tool, 

which addresses key goals. A gateway intersection welcomes visitors to residents to key areas of the City. 

The intersection may include decorative signage, low walls, wayfinding, enhanced landscaping or artwork. 

The Plan provides preliminary concepts. 

The City would like to encourage development on its own properties. The City will address potential land 

uses. There are restrictions on some properties, which were purchased many years ago with federal 

funding through neighborhood stabilization programs. A map of key focus areas was reviewed. Examples 

of gateway intersections were reviewed, including Dysart Road and Western Avenue, intersections on 

Buckeye Road, and Lower Buckeye Road and El Mirage Road. There are eight key focus locations in the 

Old Town area. Potential ideas for the three (3) City-owned properties in this area are shown on the slide. 

A slide representing the OTAB zoning overlay area was presented. The bounded area includes residential 

properties with the potential to be converted to limited commercial use properties, such as a boutique, 

coffee shop, office or bed and breakfast. This offers additional options for economic tourism and revenue 

for the Old Town Area. The proposal is to expand the boundary line for this area. 










